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EUROPE FROM 911  TO 1198

Peace
restored
with the
Papacy

The Third
Crusade

though Henry the Lion, now back in Brunswick, remained
quiescent. But the return of the Emperor to Germany in
1186 was sufficient to put an end to all these schemes, and
without recourse to arms. Frederick summoned a diet, at
which he was assured of the support of the German Church
against papal interference, and of the mass of the nobles
against the separatist ambitions of a few. To avert danger
from England he made an alliance with the king of France.
When Urban III died, the archbishop of Cologne was practic-
ally isolated ; threatened with the imperial ban he hastened
early in 1188 to tender his submission to the king. So peace
was restored in Germany, and simultaneously it was being
effected in Italy too, since Urban's successors, Gregory VIII
and Clement III, were disposed to friendship with the
Emperor. In Gregory's brief Papacy of two months nothing
could be done, but Clement, who was not over-scrupulous
in his promises, effected a complete reconciliation. He had
first of all made his peace with the Romans and restored the
Papacy to Rome, by promising to destroy Tusculum *; and
early in 1189 he came to terms with Frederick The two
candidates for Troves were set aside, and the imperial chancel-
lor John became archbishop ; Clement promised the imperial
crown to Henry VIa; while Frederick for his part agreed
to evacuate the Papal States.

There was an additional reason for both sides desiring a
peaceful settlement. In October 1187 Jerusalem was cap-
tured by Saladin, and immediately the news reached the
West plans for a crusade were set in hand. Gregory VIII
began, and Clement III continued, the task of organisation,
for which the co-operation of the leading sovereigns of
Europe was essential, particularly that of the Emperor.
Frederick needed no persuading. It seemed to him natural
that he should lead the forces of Western Christendom to
rescue the Holy Places from the infidel; apart from his
religious convictions it was his imperial duty and privilege.
He could visualise, too, a further extension of his Empire
by the establishment of his authority over the Latixx States

* During his lifetime this promise remained unfulfilled.

* It was not possible, owing to circumstances, for this promise to be
fulfilled in Frederick's lifetime*   So the Emperor felled to establish what
would have been a most important precedent.